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Putting the “Go” Back Into 
California’s Roads 
 
One of my top priorities is improving 
our transportation system.  Traffic 
congestion leads to longer commutes, 
leaving less time spent with our 
families and more time spent on the 
road.  While I will continue to fight for 
transportation funding that we 
desperately need to support our 
infrastructure, there are other reforms 
that the state also needs to enact that 
will ease congestion. 
 
Governor Schwarzenegger has 
introduced a GoCalifornia legislative 
package designed to streamline 
project delivery.  I am authoring one of the legislative proposals (Senate Bill 705) that will allow
CalTrans to use a design-build process – a process that has been documented to shorten the length
needed to complete projects and to save taxpayer dollars.   
 
Specifically, design-build is a single-bid process where a single contractor is selected to complete
both the project design and construction under one agreement.  The current process that is
authorized for CalTrans to use is design-bid-build.  This process is when engineers/architects design
a project and then award a construction contract to a private bidder.  This can result in unnecessary
delays and cost overruns as the designer and builder lack a “team” atmosphere and are often in
disagreement over various aspects.   
 
Building Roads Time and Cost Efficiently  
The Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO) published a report in February 2005, Design-Build: An
Alternative Construction System that reviewed the cities and counties that have been authorized to
use design-build for their public works projects.  The LAO stated, “Design-build can provide state
and local agencies with a useful alternative to the more commonly used design-bid-build process to
deliver construction projects.”  
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Using design-build, materials and equipment procurement and construction work can begin before
the construction documents are fully completed.  The resulting time savings translates into lower
costs and faster use of the project for Californians.  Design-build removes the state from disputes
between the architect/engineer and the construction contractor which reduces claims and lessens
litigation. Guaranteed construction costs are also known far earlier than in the design-bid-build
system.    
 
Examples of Successful Design-Build Projects 

• State of Minnesota was able to shorten project delivery by more than six years, saving
taxpayers an estimated $30 million on the reconstruction of State Route 52. 

 
• A survey from the Construction Industry Institute demonstrated an average six percent

lower cost and 33 percent faster delivery for infrastructure projects. 
 

• According to the LAO, the 13 counties and cities that have been granted the option of
design-build expressed favorable opinions of the process.  Almost all reported that compared
to the traditional design-bid-build process, it took less staff time to construct a project and
resulted in fewer claims and less litigation.   

 
The Senate Transportation and Housing Committee will vote on the legislation this week.   
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